Seaward Squadron Members meet up during the Southampton Boat Show

Since there have been a number of informal musters in Scotland this year, as reported in the most recent
newsletter, | thought it would be nice to arrange something similar in the Solent, where a number of Seaward
boats are based. With that in mind, Lymington was chosen as an ideal location, with the date selected to
coincide with the Southampton International Boat Show. This meant that anyone attending the muster could
easily combine it with a trip to the Show, by taking the regular train service between Lymington and
Southampton.

Lymington is a busy harbour, with three marinas, numerous moorings and of course the ferry service to
Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight. We chose the pontoons at Town Quay for berthing, since it is only 5 minutes’
walk to the High Street, where a market takes place every Saturday.

Busy Lymington High Street

Town Quay does not accept bookings for rallies, so everyone had to make their reservation and pay for their
own berth in advance. Likewise, the restaurant “Lanes of Lymington” that had been recommended by a friend
who lives in Lymington, handled the booking for the dinner with amazing efficiency. They sent me the menu
and a form for menu choices, which | emailed to those who wanted to attend. Everyone then sent their menu
choices directly to the restaurant, so that on arrival for dinner their food would be ready and on departure
their bill would be presented. How easy was that?

Initial take-up for the muster was excellent: eight boats planned to attend. But the weather was against us,
with strong westerly winds forecast for the afternoon of Saturday 20" September. Prudently, two Seaward
25s from Weymouth, Sunset and Sirius, cancelled. Also Gilbert Park, who owns the Seaward 29 Scully, had to
back out due to his commitments to give presentations at the Boat Show.

The final attendance was:

Owner
surname Owner first name(s) Crew Boat name Size
Gibbins John Gaynor Little Lucy 35
Giblett Tony Hilary Sirdar 35
Merry Steph Jackie Sea Rider 23
Barron Mike Gill Alacrity 29

Harrison Richard Jane Bruiser 35



Congratulations to Bruiser and Sirdar for braving the weather forecast and sailing up from Plymouth —
although as we all know, a Seaward 35 can handle most conditions!

| had planned to leave Hamble with my friend Jackie in my Seaward 23 Sea Rider early afternoon, when we
would be carried westwards down the Solent by the ebb tide. In view of strong winds forecast to arrive
around 15:00, we brought forward our departure to 13.00.

m———

Mast of the Sunken Yacht in the Solent

Just past the Beaulieu entrance, we were very surprised to spot a substantial mast and forestay sticking out
of the water — there was obviously a big boat lying underneath. As we continued toward Lymington, the
favourable tide was building and the head wind increasing, which caused a nasty Solent chop. The windscreen
wipers struggled to cope with the spray, but once in the river entrance, things calmed down. However, it was
now raining!

Sea Rider was the last of the Seaward squadron fleet to arrive at Town Quay, at 15.00. We tied up on a finger
pontoon, as directed by the harbour master, and settled down to lunch (eating underway would have been
difficult) before visiting the other boats for a catch-up.

Alacrity, Bruiser & Little Lucy - Sirdar Sea Rider
Some, including Bruiser, had arrived the previous day. Richard had used his time to visit the RNLI and hence
was able to provide information about the sunken boat. Apparently, it was a Swan 54, whose skipper had
been “requested to leave” both Town Quay and Lymington Yacht Haven. He then sailed across to Yarmouth
and anchored outside the harbour, where he was detained at his Majesty’s pleasure for a couple of days in

the local nick. Meanwhile the boat upped its anchor and set off along the Solent. The RNLI were called to
ascertain that the skipper was not on board when it sank.



Returning to the story of the muster, the afternoon and evening rain was not conducive to the traditional
pontoon party, but Gaynor and John's Little Lucy is big enough to accommodate ten people and they kindly
hosted pre-dinner drinks at 18.00. There was lively conversation in the main cabin, while Richard and | stayed
in the cockpit, deep in discussion about the possible sources of the leak in my Seaward 29 Indigo which had
soaked the cabin bunk cushions and bedding during a fairly wild passage down the Sound of Sleat earlier in
the month.

After our get-together on Little Lucy, it was a short walk from the marina, up the High Street, to a narrow
alleyway called Ashley Lane, where we found the entrance to Lanes of Lymington, the location for our
dinner. The restaurant is in a quaint, 2-storey building which used to be a church and school. Our group was
seated at a long table on the upper floor.

Dinner: Enjoying our Deserts

The food was excellent, with starters ranging from stuffed mushrooms to seafood gratin; for main course,
monkfish wrapped in ham with tiger prawns was a particular favourite. However, the deserts presented the
coup de grace — | had not ordered one, thinking that 2 courses would be sufficient, but on seeing my
neighbours delve into creme brilée with rolled tuile biscuit and fresh fruit garnish, my resolve failed and |
had to order one for myself.

Trio of lemon with barbed wire Desert time Créme briilée



The Trio of lemon, consisting of lemon syllabub in tuile basket, warm lemon sponge with curd sauce, lemon
meringue ice cream and wild berry sauce, was definitely the outstanding desert. Tony Giblett was amazed
by what he referred to as the “barbed wire” on top!

Fully replenished, we returned after dinner to our boats for a peaceful night’s sleep.

There were no pre-arranged activities next day and everyone went their separate ways.

However, there was a regrouping of Seaward Squadron members the following Wednesday at the
Southampton International Boat Show. Nick Ward and Chris Clayton (previously Sales Manager and MD
respectively of The Boat development Company) had arranged to meet me at the Show and via the most
recent newsletter, we had invited anyone who happened to be there on that day to join us for lunch, and
we had a very good turn-out!

Tony and Hilary Giblett Sirdar
John Hambly Blue Moon
Ron and Wendy Johnson Estuary Pilgrim

Steph Merry and John Yates Sea Rider

Nick Ward and Chris Clayton  previously Boat Development Company, with Nick continuing to help me
with preparing and sending the Squadron newsletters.

| was delighted to meet Ron and Wendy from the East Coast, who have owned their Seaward 35 for several
years which they purchased before my time with the Squadron. They entertained the group over lunch with
the story of their impromptu helicopter rescue exercise from their boat, conducted during the maiden
delivery voyage in 2017. Ron has said he will write a piece about this for a future newsletter, which is sure
to make enticing reading.

L to R: Chris Clayton, Tony & Hilary Giblett, John Hambly, Steph, John Yates



Unbeknown to the assembled company, the main objective of this meet-up was to present John Hambly
with the Hickman Cup, which he had won at the Torbay Rally last June. This trophy is awarded for
Achievement, with the winner being calculated by a complex formula incorporating the distance travelled,
size of the boat, age of the skipper and a solo factor of 1.25, if appropriate.

John had sailed his Seaward 25 single-handedly from Plymouth to Torquay, in order to attend the rally. He
was presented with a tankard at the rally dinner, but | felt that a tankard was insufficient recognition for
the achievement.

Knowing that Hamble River Sailing Club has a stash of beautiful silver trophies in storage, which are surplus
to requirements, | requested that the Club should donate one to the Seaward Squadron. A lovely silver
goblet, originally called the Australia’s Cup and awarded to the winners of firefly dinghy regattas, has now
been repurposed as the Hickman Cup, a challenge trophy to be awarded at the main annual rally.

Presenting the Hickman Cup to John Hambly

The presentation to John gave us a wonderful opportunity to meet up for an enjoyable lunch in a great
location, overlooking the marina at the Boat Show. Let’s do it again next year!

Steph Merry

Commodore, Seaward Squadron



